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Milf ctenari,

tato publikace vznikla jako zpétné ohlédnuti za
aktivitami, které v ramci konciciho predsednictvi
Ceské republiky zemim Visegradské skupiny zre-
alizovalo Ministerstvo pro mistni rozvoj - Narodni
organ pro koordinaci. BEhem tohoto obdobi bylo
usporadano mnoho zdsadnich akci, které pfines-
ly nové pohledy, pfistupy a moznosti pro dalsi
vyvoj kohezni politiky.

Ceska republika, Slovensko, Polsko a Madarsko
tvorf Ctvefici stfedoevropskych statll, které se
pred 25 lety dohodly na spolupraci a prosazova-
ni spole¢nych cill v rdmci Evropy, béhem svého
plsobeni navazaly Uzkou spolupraci i s dalSimi
zemémi konkrétné s: Bulharskem, Chorvatskem,
Rumunskem a Slovinskem. Tyto staty spojuje po-
tfeba posilovat vzajemnou divéru a solidaritu.
Dlraz na tyto hodnoty odraZi také slogan ceské-
ho predsednictvi pro letosnf rok V4 Trust - Spo-
le¢nd ddvéra.

Rocnimaraton akci zakonci na konci Cervna setka-
ni ministrl zemi V4 zodpovédnych za oblast ko-
hezni politiky, kteff schvali zavery ceského ro¢niho
predsednictvi v agendé regionalniho rozvoje.

Pfijemné cteni Vam preje

Karla Slechtovd

ministryné pro mistni rozvoj

Foreword

Dear Readers,

This publication was created to review and take
stock of the work done by the Ministry of Regional
Development as the central coordination authority
within the context of Czech Republic's presidency
of the Visegrad Group. The Czech Republic’s pres-
idency is now drawing to a close, but during nu-
merous and important events it brought us fresh
views, approaches, and opportunities for the fur-
ther development of cohesion policy.

Four Central European countries - the Czech Re-
public, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary - agreed
25 years ago to collaborate and to promote their
joint goals within Europe. Over time, they also
developed close collaborative ties to other coun-
tries, specifically Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, and
Slovenia. These countries are united in their de-
sire to strengthen mutual trust and solidarity. The
emphasis put on these values is reflected in the
Czech presidency's slogan for this year - V4 Trust.

The year-long marathon of events will be round-
ed off at the end of June with a meeting of the na-
tional ministers in charge of V4 cohesion, where
they will approve the conclusions from the Czech
presidency in the form of a regional development
agenda.

Wishing you a pleasant reading experience,

Karla Slechtovd
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Visegradska skupina Visegrad group

Je to uZ 25 let od zaloZeni Visegradské skupiny.
Dlouhé obdobf s sebou pfineslo mnoho dilezi-
tych milnikd pro vSechny spolupracujici zemé.
V dneéni Evropé mé seskupent stat(i V4, tedy Ces-
ké republiky, Slovenska, Madarska a Polska, jesté
vétsivahu. Sjednocovani ndzord napric témito ze-
mémi je dllezité predevsim pro prosazovani spo-
le¢nych postojd, které je pak mozné prezentovat
jednotné. V Radé EU maji staty V4 stejny pocet
hlast jako Francie a Némecko dohromady. Tato
skupina m@ze vyrazné ovliviiovat dalsi smérovani
EU a ménit podobu zitFejsi Evropy. Na nasleduji-
cich radcich se mlzete dodist zakladni informace
0 V4 a také o predsednictvi Ceské republiky za
uplynulych 12 mésica.

Twenty-five years have already passed since the
Visegrad Group was founded - a long period
marked by many important milestones for all
members collaborating within the Group. In the
Europe of today, the V4 Group of states - i.e,, the
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and Poland
- carries even greater weight. Reaching a con-
sensus across these countries is especially im-
portant, as it allows them to promote shared po-
sitions and to present them in a unified way. On
the floor of the Council of the European Union,
the V4 has the same number of votes as France
and Germany put together. As such, the Group
is able to exert substantial influence on where
the EU will be headed in the future, and thus to
change the future face of Europe. The following
lines will provide you with basic information on
the V4 and on the Czech presidency over the past
12 months.
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oficialni nazev: Ceska republika
hlavni mésto: Praha
rozloha: 78 866 km?
pocet obyvatel (2014): 10,5 mil.

official name: Czech Republic
capital city: Prague

area: 78, 866 km?

population (2014): 10.5 mil.

oficialni nazev: Madarska republika
hlavni mésto: Budapest

rozloha: 93 036 km?

pocet obyvatel (2014): 9,9 mil.

official name: Hungarian Republic
capital city: Budapest

area: 93, 036 km?

population (2014): 9.9 mil.
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Partnerské zemeé

Partner countries

Ceska republika
Czech Republic

Polsko
Poland

oficialni nazev: Polska republika
hlavni mésto: VarSava

rozloha: 312 679 km?

pocet obyvatel (2014): 38,4 mil.

official name: Republic of Poland
capital city: Warsaw

area: 312, 679 km?

population (2014): 38.4 mil.

Slovensko
Slovakia

APPPE TR

([ J
Madarsko

Hungary

oficialni nazev: Slovenska republika
hlavni mésto: Bratislava

rozloha: 49 036 km?

pocet obyvatel (2014): 5,4 mil.

official name: Slovak Republic
capital city: Bratislava

area: 49, 036 km?

population (2014): 5.4 mil.
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Zacatky V4 V4 Beginnings

Deklarace blizké spoluprace plvodné tri zemf
stfedni Evropy vznikla 15. Unora 1991. Listina
byla podepsdna madarskym prezidentem Jézse-
fem Antallou, ¢eskoslovenskym prezidentem Vac-
lavem Havlem a polskym prezidentem Lechem
Watesou. Visegradska skupina si kladla za cil ev-
ropskou integraci a pfechod z totality do demo-
kracie. Po rozpadu Ceské a Slovenské Federativni
Republiky vznikly v roce 1993 dva oddélené staty
a Visegradska skupina se rozsffila. Vznikla Vise-
gradska Ctyrka (V4).

Close cooperation between (originally three) coun-
tries in Central Europe was solemnly announced
on 15 February 1991, in a declaration signed by
Hungarian president Jézsef Antalla, Czechoslo-
vak president Vaclav Havel, and Polish president
Lech Watesa. The Visegrad Group's self-declared
goals were European integration and navigating
the successful transition from totalitarianism to
democracy. The Czech and Slovak Federative Re-
public split up in 1993 and gave rise to two sepa-
rate countries. As the Visegrad Group made room
to accommodate them, it was transformed into
the Visegrad Four (V4).

Co je jejim cilem? Smysl, pravomoci a moznosti
V4 se rozsifily po pfijeti do NATO a mezi ¢lenské
staty EU. Cilem je posilovat vzadjemnou ddvéru
a solidaritu mezi jednotlivymi staty Evropy, ale
také na mezindrodni Urovni. Pfedsedajici zemé
vzdy usiluje o to, aby skupina feSila nosna témata

a aby jeji setkani méla prakticky dopad.

Its mission? The mission of the V4, and its com-
petencies and capabilities, broadened after its
individual members were accepted into NATO
and as member states accepted into the EU. Its
mission is to promote mutual trust and solidarity,
not only among the countries of Europe but also
on the international stage. It is always the respon-
sibility of the presiding country to ensure that the
Group addresses viable topics and that its meet-
ings make a positive real-life difference.




Predsednictvi

Pfinosy V4 na poli evropské politiky jsou nezpo-
chybnitelné. Zemé se kazdy rok, vzdy k 1. Cervenci,
stfidaji v predsednictvi a predavaiji si takto pomy-
slné Zezlo mezi sebou. Pro uplynulych 12 mésicd
bylo naplanovano mnoho aktivit, které se v rdémci
predsednictvi Ceské republiky uskutecnily.

Setkani predstaviteld ¢lenskych zemfi probihaj
na rlznych drovnich, pfi¢emz nejvwyznamnéjsf je
spolupréce jednotlivych ministerstev a resortd.
Premiéfi se setkavaji jednou za rok na konferen-
ci. Na programu v ramci Ceského predsednictvi
byla setkani ministrd pro rlizné resorty zemi V4
(mistni rozvoj, zahranici, dopravy atd.) a také akce
tykajici se problematiky bydlenf senior(.
Dokumenty vzeslé z jednanf maji vétsinou cha-
rakter stanovisek ¢i deklaracf a nejsou tudiz prav-
né zédvazné. Zemeé V4 stoji na spolecné myslence
spolupréce sousedicich statd a tato platforma je
vhodné& pro rozvoj vztahl mezi nimi. S Rakous-
kem a Slovinskem je V4 ve spojenf v ramci Regi-
onalniho partnerstvi a s Némeckem spolupracujf
zemeé v rdmci programu V4-+.

© © 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 000

The contributions made by the V4 in the arena
of European policy are undeniable. The countries
take turns each year, starting on 1 July, presiding
over the Group, thus passing on the proverbial
mantle between them. A great number of activ-
ities was planned for the past 12-month period,
and they took place during the presidency of the
Czech Republic.

The representatives of the member countries
meet on various levels, but at the heart of the
Group's work is the cooperation between minis-
tries and departments. The prime ministers meet
once a year at a conference. The program under
the auspices of the Czech presidency not only in-
cluded ministerial talks by various departments
of the V4 countries (regional development, for-
eign affairs, transportation, etc.), but also events
addressing the issue of senior-friendly housing.

The documents to which the said talks and meet-
ings give rise are for the most part communiqués
and declarations and, as such, have no legally
binding power. The V4 rests on the shared idea
of collaboration between neighbours, and this
platform is ideal for the continued growth of
their mutual relations. The V4 facilitates connec-
tions to Austria and Slovenia within the context
of a Regional Partnership and collaborates with
Germany within the context of the V4+ program.

> Trust
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workshop
konference / conference
workshop
workshop
workshop

seminar / seminar

jednani ndméstkd a ministr / Meeting of
ministers and deputy ministers

workshop

workshop

konference / conference
konference / conference
high level meeting
konference / conference

workshop

setkani ministr(i /
Ministerial meeting

side event

kulaty stdl, konference /
roundtable, conference
jednani Ridici skupiny /
Meeting of the Steering Group

konference / conference
workshop

kulaty stdl / roundtable

setkani ministr( /
Ministerial meeting

Kalendar akci
Calendar of events

Marketing Meeting centraly cestovniho ruchu
Evaluace 2014-2020: Vyzvy a pfileZitosti
Publicita ESI fond

Vefejné zakazky v oblasti ESI fondd
Predbézné podminky a identifikace rizik
Vyuziti finanénich nastrojd v kohezni politice
Preshrani¢ni spoluprace prezentace projektd

Finanéni podpora bydleni v zemich V4

Financial-Marketing meeting centraly cestovniho ruchu

Neformalni setkani ministrd

Strategické fizeni a budoucnost po roce 2020

Podpis protokolu o spolupraci v cestovnim ruchu véetné

marketingového planu

Destination branding - ve spolupréci s UNWTO a VSE
Ukon&ovani programd za obdobi 2007-2013

Socialni aspekty bydleni (béhem Evropského Habitatu)

Kohezni politika jako nastroj rozvoje mést
(b&hem Evropského Habitatu)

Smart cities

Spolecna strategie Uzemniho rozvoje

Prvni rok implementace nového obdobf

Elektronizace vefejnych zakéazek a koncesi

Uzemni dimenze a integrované nastroje rozvoje zemi

Pfiprava a schvéleni spole¢nych zavérd

Marketing meeting of Tourism Central Office 5.-6.10. 2015

21.10. 2015

ESI Funds publicity 26.-27.10. 2015

Ex-ante conditionalities and risk identification 11.11. 2015

25.11.2015

Cross-border cooperation Project presentation 1.-2.12. 2015

2.-3.12.2015

Financial-Marketing meeting of the Tourism Central Office 10.-11.12. 2015

26.1.2016

Strategic Management and the Future after 2020 26.-27.1.2016

16.-17.2.2016

Destination branding - in cooperation with the UNWT

and the University of Economics (VSE) 17,2, 2016

26.2.2016

‘w

Social aspects of housing (during the European Habitat)  16.-18.3.2016

16.-18. 3. 2016

Smart Cities 7.-8.4.2016

28.4.2016

The fi rst year of implementation of
the new programming period

28.-29.4.2016

15.6.2016

Territorial dimension and integrated approaches to local

and urban development e, @ 20i1&

23.-24.6.2016

29.-30. 10. 2015

Ostrava

Praha / Prague
Lednice

Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha/ Prague
Praha / Prague
Plzer / Pilsen
Praha / Prague
Praha/ Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Ostrava

Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague
Praha / Prague

Ostrava



Evaluace 2014-2020

Vyzvy a prilezitosti

Konference se zaméfila na problematiku evalua-
ci v oblasti ESI fond. Mezi hlavni fecniky patfili
Jos Vaessen (UNESCO), ktery ve své prednasce
nastinil, jak zachazet s komplexitou pfi evaluaci
velkych programd, a Benedict Wauters (ESF Agen-
cy Flanders a Antverpska Univerzita, Belgie), ktery
predstavil moZnosti vyuZiti theory-based evaluaci
v oblasti ESI fondd.

Pri prilezitosti konference probéhly dalsi aktivity.
Den pred konferenci se sesli evaluatofi ze zemi
V4. Jednani se zaméfilo na sdileni zkuSenosti
s pripravou evaluacnich pland, koordinaci eva-
luacnich aktivit a s vefejnym zadavanim. Na kon-
ferenci pak navazoval 22. fijna 2015 celodenni
vzdélavaci workshop, na kterém probihaly dva
paralelni seminare.

Prvni z nich ved| Benedict Wauters, ktery rozved|
osvedcené postupy theory-based evaluaci. Druhy
ved| Marek Havrda a zaméfoval se na behavio-
ralni ekonomii a jeji roli v evaluaci a také na téma
velkych dat (tzv. big data) a jejich vyuziti pfi evalu-
aci ESI fondd.

Dalsi konference je planovana na listopad 2016.

kdy / when: 21. 10. 2015
kde / where: Praha / Prague
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Evaluation 2014-2020

Challenges and opportunities

This conference focused on the issue of evalua-
tions for ESI funds. Among the key speakers were
Jos Vaessen (UNESCO), who outlined in his pres-
entation how one might wish to handle the com-
plexity associated with the evaluation of large
programs, and Benedict Wauters (ESF Agency
Flanders and the University of Antwerp, Belgium),
who presented the possibilities offered by the
use of theory-based evaluations in the ESIF area.

The conference was also accompanied by oth-
er activities. On the day preceding the confer-
ence, the evaluators from the V4 countries met
to share their experiences with the preparation
of evaluation plans, the coordination of evalua-
tion activities, and public procurement. On 22
October 2015, a full-day educational workshop
followed up the conference with two parallel
seminars.

The first workshop was led by Benedict Waut-
ers, who elaborated on tried-and-tested theo-
ry-based evaluation approaches. The second
workshop was led by Marek Havrda and focused
on behavioural economics, its role in evaluation,
and also the topic of big data and its use for the
evaluation of ESIF.

Another conference is planned for November

2016.
AAW\/JM,\AN% D



Vefejné zakazky

v oblasti ESI fondi

Program jedndni, které se konalo za Ucasti zemi
V4, plizvanych zastupcl Chorvatska a Slovinska
a také expert( Evropské komise (EK), byl zaméren
na praktickou vymeénu informaci z oblasti verej-
ného zadavani. Dopoledni ¢ast byla zamérena na
predavanf zkusenosti ze strany zastupcl EK, ze-
jména na oblasti prenosu dobré praxe, hlavnich
chyb a nesrovnalosti, doporuceni pro programo-
vé obdobf 2014-2020 a také predstaveni pokynu
EK k této oblasti.

Zastupc CR nasledné prezentovali legislativni
a metodické ukotvenf této oblasti v CR. Odpoled-
ni ¢ast pak jiz byla zamérena na vyménu praktic-
kych zkuSenosti mezi jednotlivymi clenskymi staty
a opét se tykala zejména hlavnich chyb, které se
v oblasti vefejného zadavani vyskytuji, opatfeni
na jejich minimalizaci a také systém kontrol.

V z&véru se Ucastnici shodli na prinosnosti takto
praktického workshopu, kde si jednotlivé staty

nejen predavaji priklady dobré praxe, ale sdilejf
i oblasti, ve kterych dochazf k pochybenim.

kdy / when: 29.-30. 10. 2015
kde / where: Praha / Prague

Public contracts involving European

Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF)

The agenda of the talks - held with the participa-
tion of the V4 countries, the invited represent-
atives of Croatia and Slovenia, and European
Commission experts - was focused on the practi-
cal exchange of information involving public pro-
curement. The morning session focused on the
transfer of experiences from Commission repre-
sentatives - especially in sharing best practices,
analysing major mistakes and inconsistencies,
recommendations for the 2014-2020 program-
ming period, and a presentation of the Commis-
sion’s instructions in this particular field.

The representatives of the Czech Republic then
presented the framework of legislation and
methodology within which this field is anchored
in the Czech Republic. The afternoon session
was devoted to the exchange of practical expe-
riences among individual member states; again,
particular attention was given to the main types
of mistakes occurring in public procurement,
the measures that can be used to minimize
these mistakes, and the system of checks and
supervision.

At the end, the participants agreed that this kind
of hands-on workshop yields great benefits, in
that the individual countries not only exchange
examples of best practices but also share knowl-
edge in those areas where mistakes are still be-
ing made.




Vyuziti finanénich nastroja

v kohezni politice

Finan¢ni nastroje jsou inovativni névratnou for-
mou podpory v podobé Gverd, bankovnich za-
ruk ¢i kapitalovych vstupl. Do budoucna se da
predpoklddat jejich preference nad nenéavratny-
mi dotacemi. Ucastnici se podélili o zkuenosti
s vyuzitim finan¢nich nastrojd v minulém progra-
movém obdobf a sdileli osvedcené postupy, jak je
implementovat.

Hlavni ¢ast workshopu byla vénovana soucasné-
mu programovému obdobi. Evropska komise kla-
de dlraz na zvysené vyuziti financnich nastrojd,
cozZ se promita do jejich nasazeni ve vice tematic-
kych oblastech. Ucastnici informovali o pfipravo-
vanych financnich nastrojich a centralizovanych
implementacnich schématech. Ddraz Evropské
komise ale nenf doprovazen odpovidajici meto-
dickou podporou. U¢astnici se shodli, Ze toto je
tfeba zménit a Ministersrtvo pro mistni rozvoj
(Narodni organ pro koordinaci) jménem zemi V4
v této otazce jiz apeloval na Evropskou komisi.

V zemich V4 pokracuje pfiprava financnich na-
strojU a centralizovanych implementac¢nich sché-

mat a Ucastnici déale vyuZivaji cennych kontakt(
a informacf ziskanych na workshopu.

kdy / when: 25. 11. 2015
kde / where: Praha / Prague

T —
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Use of financial instruments

in the Cohesion Policy

Financial instruments are an innovative form of
refundable subsidies in the form of loans, bank
guarantees, and capital injections. In the future,
we may expect these instruments to take prefer-
ence over non-refundable subsidies. The partic-
ipants shared their experiences with the use of
financial instruments in the previous program-
ming period and tried-and-tested approaches to
their implementation.

The core part of the workshop was devoted to
the current programming period. The European
Commission has stressed the increased utiliza-
tion of financial instruments, and, hand in hand
with this, they have been deployed in a larger va-
riety of thematic fields. However, this emphasis of
the European Commission is not bolstered by ad-
equate methodological support. The participants
agreed that this needs to be changed, and the
Ministry of Regional Development (National Co-
ordination Authority) has already appealed to the
European Commission in this matter on behalf of
the V4 countries.

The V4 countries continue to prepare financial
instruments and centralized implementation
schemes, and the workshop participants have
been making ample use of the valuable contacts
forged at the workshop and the practical infor-
mation which they gained there.

A‘MN—@



Financni podpora bydleni

v zemich V4

Workshop probéhl za Gcasti zéstupcd minister-
stev odpovédnych za bytovou politiku z Polska,
Slovenska a Ceské republiky. Jednotlivé delegace
se zamérily na prezentaci aktualnich dokumentd
tykajicich se bydleni i dalsich témat, hodnoceni
situace v bydlenf a formulaci zdsadnich problém&
v zemi. Nasledné predstavily jednotlivé finan¢ni
nastroje.

Z prezentaci vyplynulo, Ze zemé rlizné uprave-
nymi finan¢nimi podporami resi shodné problé-
my vzniklé napf. masivni vystavbou panelovych
dom@ v minulosti, nizkou finan¢ni dostupnostf
pofizeni bydlenf pro mladé rodiny a obyvatele
s nizsimi prijmy, nebo problematickou demo-
grafickou strukturou, ktera v blizké budoucnosti
vyUsti ve vy3si potfebu podpory vystavby bytl
upravenych pro bydleni pro seniory.

Zavéretna Cast byla vénovana predstaveni pro-
jektu Statntho fondu rozvoje bydlenf CR a CVUT
,Vzorové projekty ndjemnich domud seniorského
bydleni a jejich modelové parametry”, které mo-
hou slouzit k posuzovéni projektd seniorského
bydleni z architektonického, stavebniho i ekono-
mického hlediska.

kdy / when: 2.-3.12. 2015
kde / where: Praha / Prague

S

E_
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Financial housing aid

in the V4 countries

This workshop was attended by representatives
of the individual ministries in charge of housing
policy in Poland, Slovakia, and the Czech Repub-
lic. The delegations focused on presenting cur-
rent documents concerning housing and related
topics, giving an assessment of the housing situ-
ation, and identifying the fundamental problems
in their respective countries, before providing an
overview of their various financing instruments.

The presentation made clear that the V4 coun-
tries grapple with the same problems (though
the various subsidization schemes may differ):
the massive development of pre-fab apartment
blocks in the past, little affordable housing for
young families and low-income earners, and the
challenging demographic structure which will ne-
cessitate the increased development of senior
citizen-friendly apartments in the near future.

The final part of the workshop was devoted to
the presentation of a project that is the joint
brainchild of the Czech State Fund for Housing
Development and the Czech Technical Universi-
ty (CVUT): ,Model projects for residential rental
properties designed for senior citizens and their
model parameters”. (The latter portion could be
used to evaluate senior-focused residential pro-
jects using architectural, structural, and econom-
ic criteria).




Strategické fizeni

a budoucnost po roce 2020

Mezinarodni konference zemi V4 a Bulharska,
Chorvatska, Rumunska a Slovinska (V4+4) na
téma Strategického planovani a budoucnosti ko-
hezni politiky po roce 2020 navazala na setkani
ministrd V4+4. Akce se z(castnili renomovanti za-
hranic¢nf a tuzemsti experti a zastupci evropskych
instituct.

Mezi hlavni FeSena témata patfila implementa-
ce PO 2014-2020 a nové vyzvy tykajici se pInéni
cli kohezni politiky v budoucnosti, stejné jako
i zkuSenosti s pfipravou Dohody o partnerstvi
a operacnich programd. Na konferenci byly pre-
zentovany pfipadové studie a pozice zemi V4+4.
Dulezitym tématem byla budouci role a vliv roz-
poctu EU na kohezni politiku.

Mezi hlavnimi zévéry zaznéla klicovost strate-
gického Fizenf ve verejné sprave, které ovliviuje
zésadnim zpUsobem efektivitu realizace koheznf
politiky ¢i nutnost usilovat o jejf ziednodusent.

CR plénuje byt nadéle aktivn( v této oblasti v ram-
ci V4+ a spolupracovat s partnery ve sdilenf in-
formaci a dobré praxe v oblasti implementace
kohezni politiky a strategického planovani. V této
oblasti jiz CR pripravuje dalsf kroky.

kdy / when: 26.-27. 1. 2016
kde / where: Praha / Prague
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Strategic management

and the future after 2020

The international conference of V4 countries and
Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, and Slovenia (V4+4), on
the topic of Strategic Planning and the Future of
Cohesion Policy after 2020, built upon the earlier
meeting of V4+4 ministers. The event was attended
by renowned foreign and domestic experts and rep-
resentatives of European institutions.

Among the main issues addressed at the conference
were the implementation of the 2014-2020 program-
ming period, the new challenges in connection with
the completion of cohesion policy goals in the future,
and the experiences encountered when drafting the
Partnership Agreement and the operational pro-
grams. Case studies, as well as the positions held by
the V4+4 countries, were presented. An important
topic was the future role and impact of the EU budget
on cohesion policy.

One of the main conclusions was that strategic
management is of crucial importance in public
administration, as the latter has a fundamental
impact on how effectively, if at all, cohesion policy
can be implemented and on whether efforts may
have to be made to simplify it.

Czech Republic intends to continue its activities in
this area within the V4+ and to work with its partners
when it comes to sharing information and best prac-
tices in the implementation of cohesion policy and
strategic planning. In this respect, the Czech Republic
has already been initiating further action.

_ AAMN—@



Neformalni setkani ministru

Na neformélnim setkani ministr( bylo podepsa-
no Spoletné prohlaseni zemi V4+4. Jeho pod-
statou je vyzdvihnuti kohezni politiky jako jedné
7 hlavnich investi¢nich politik EU a dlraz na jejf
zachovani s poukazem na unikatnost, pfidanou
hodnotu a potfebnost této politiky pfi nutnosti
respektovani narodnich a Uzemnich charakteris-
tik pro zacilenf investic. Prohlasenf také zddraz-
nuje vyznam multiplikacniho efektu podpory z EU
fondd.

Iniciativa CR byla velmi pozitivné vniméana ze stra-
ny zemi V4+4 i komisarky Cretu, a to i kvali di-
leZitosti tématu, nacasovani tématu a také poctu
statd, které Spole¢né prohlaseni podepsaly. CR
proto bude usilovat o pokracovanf otevieného
dialogu k budoucnosti kohezni politiky a o pro-
sazovani spole¢né pozice statl V4+4 na celoev-
ropské Urovni, stejné tak bude podporovat zvi-
ditelfiovani vysledd kohezni politiky a v souladu
se Spolecnym prohlasenim se zasadi o zjedno-
dusovani koheze prostrednictvi napr. High-Level
Group.

Ministerstvo pro mistni rozvoj jiz také zapocalo
na pfipravé budouciho obdobf 2020+ v podobé
konkrétnich krokd, které jsou soucasti Planu praci
a Vychodisek budouciho modelu kohezni politiky.

kdy / when: 26. 1. 2016
kde / where: Praha / Prague

VA4+4
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Informal meeting of ministers
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At the informal meeting of ministers, a Joint Dec-
laration of the V4+4 countries was signed. The
essence of the Declaration was to highlight cohe-
sion policy as one of the central investment pol-
icies of the EU, and to stress the importance of
preserving it with reference to its unique and, in
fact, irreplaceable character and the added value
which it brings to the table. It also simultaneously
acknowledged the need to respect national and
territorial peculiarities for targeting investments.
The Declaration also stressed the importance
of the multiplicative effect triggered by support
from EU funds.

The Czech Republic's initiative was warmly wel-
comed by the V4+4 countries and by Commis-
sioner Cretu, not least because of the importance
of the topic, the serendipitous timing, and the
number of signatories of the Joint Declaration.
For this reason, the Czech Republic will strive
to continue the open dialogue on the future of
cohesion policy and on the promotion of a joint
V4+4 position on the pan-European stage, sup-
port efforts to make the results of cohesion pol-
icy visible, and, in line with the Joint Declaration,
lobby for making cohesion simpler and more
straightforward, e.g. through a high-level group.

Also, the Ministry of Regional Development has
already begun to prepare the future 2020+ pe-
riod - in the form of concrete steps which form
a part of the Work Schedule and Assumptions of
the future model of cohesion policy.




T%etkém’ s eurokomisarkou Corinou Crefu a pfedsedou evropského Vyboru region Markku Markkulou se zéstupci zemi Visegradské skupiny (Karla Slechtové -
. CR, Nandor Csepreghy - Madarsko, Jerzy Kwiecifski - Polsko, Lubomir VaZny - Slovensko) v rozéffeném sloZenf o delegace (Tomislav Donchev - Bulharsko, Jak3a
¢ Puljiz - Chorvatsko, Aura Carmen Raducu - Rumunsko a Alenka Smerkolj - Slovinsko)

TMeeting between EU Commissioner Corina Cretu and Markku Markkula (the President of the European Committee of the Regions), and the representatives of the
. Visegrad Four (Karla Slechtové - Czech Republic, Nandor Csepreghy - Hungary, Jerzy Kwiecinski - Poland, Lubomir Vazny - Slovakia), within the extended setting
» including V4+4 delegations (Tomislav Donchev - Bulgaria, Jak3a Puljiz - Croatia, Aura Carmen Raducu - Romania, and Alenka Smerkolj - Slovenia)



SPOLECNE PROHLASENI ZEMI VISEGRADSKE SKUPINY
(CESKE REPUBLIKY, MADARSKA, POLSKA, SLOVENSKA) A BULHARSKA, CHORVATSKA, RUMUNSKA A SLOVINSKA

1.

ZDURAZNUJEME, e politika soudrZnosti je za-
sadnf investi¢ni politikou Evropské unie podpo-
rujict rozvoj, rdst, tvorbu pracovnich mist a kon-
kurenceschopnost ve vsech clenskych statech
a jejich regionech, ktera prinasi prospéch Evrop-
ské unii jako celku a prispiva k vyvazenému fungo-
véni jednotného trhu; PRIPOMINAME, Ze investi-
ce v méné rozvinutych regionech pfimo i nepfimo
pozitivné ovliviuji také hospodarstvi vice rozvinu-
tych region( skrze zpétné toky prinosu.

2.

VYZDVIHUJEME, Ze politika soudrznosti skyta
unikatni potencial k feSeni dlouhodobych struk-
turalnich vyzev, zaroven bere v potaz specifické
rysy a cile jednotlivych ¢lenskych statl a regiond,
vCetné priorit Evropské unie, coz se prokazalo
rovnéz v obdobi hospodarské krize.

3

UPOZORNUJEME, 7e politika soudrznosti je
hlavni politikou Evropské unie, kterd efektivné
prispiva k realizaci strategie Evropa 2020 a bere
téZ v potaz Evropsky semestr, coZ bylo obecné
uznano béhem procesu vyjednavani.

4.

JSME PRESVEDCENI, e v souvislosti s provede-
nymi reformami pro obdobi 2014-2020 je politika
soudrznosti jednou z nejinovativnéjsich, nejuce-
lenéjsich a nejkvalitnéji hodnocenych politik Ev-
ropské unie a respektuje cile rozpoctovani zalo-
Zeného na vykonu, soucasné jsme presveédceni,
Ze zkuSenost s politikou soudrznosti by méla byt
doporucenim pro ostatnf politiky, véetné téch fi-
zenych na Urovni Evropské unie.

Proto ZDURAZNUJEME, Ze politika soudrznosti
musi zlstat jednou z hlavnich priorit rozpoctu
Evropské unie i po roce 2020.

6.

PEVNE VERIME, Ze nové wzvy v Evropské unii by
nemély byt feSeny prenastavenim stavajicich zdrojC
na Ukor relevantnich vyznamnych cilé politiky, ale
zavedenim flexibilnéjsich opatfeni v rdmci progra-
movani, kterd berou v potaz rozdilné Gzemni dopa-
dy takovych vyzev a zachovavaji celkovou dlouhodo-
bou investi¢ni podstatu politiky soudrznosti.

7.

ZD(]RAZNUJEME, Ze centralné fizené nastroje
jsou dulezité, avsak prilisné zaméreni se na né by
vedlo k nedostate¢nému zohlednéni Gzemnich
dopadl a mohlo by mit za nasledek izolované
nebo soubézné investice a zvySeni regionalnich
rozdild, coz by vedlo k ,dvourychlostni Evropé”;
zarovers KLADEME DURAZ na potiebu dosazeni
maximalné moznych synergii a komplementarit
mezi politikami EU, pfimo Komisi fizenymi pro-
gramy a programy ESI fondd.

8.

VYZDVIHUJEME, Ze pripadné zmény a dalsi zdo-
konalenf politiky soudrznosti by mély vyplyvat
z nabytych zkuSenosti, a mély by byt zaloZeny na
dikazech a vysledcich a vychazet z nasledného
hodnocenf programového obdobi 2007-2013
a stfednédobého hodnoceni souc¢asného pro-
gramového obdob.

9.

S ohledem na budoucnost politiky soudrznosti
KLADEME DURAZ na potfebu diskutovat mimo
jiné o podobé sdileného fizeni a zasadé pro-
porcionality, o dalsim zjednoduSovani politiky
soudrznosti s cilem posilent jistot prijemct i ad-
ministrativy jako takové, vcetné jasného vykladu
specifickych podminek a pravidel, preventivn{
role auditd a zavddéni mechanismd véasného
varovani.

10.

SOUHLASIME s dileZitosti spole¢ného a otevie-
ného dialogu, a to mezi ¢lenskymi staty, zastupci
Evropské komise, Evropského parlamentu, Vybo-
ru regiond a dalsimi vyznamnymi partnery z fad
instituci Evropské unie, jakoZz i mésty a regiony Ev-
ropské unie, zaméreného na usporadani budouci
podoby politiky soudrznosti.



JOINT STATEMENT OF THE VISEGRAD GROUP
(CZECH REPUBLIC, HUNGARY, POLAND, SLOVAKIA) AND BULGARIA, CROATIA, ROMANIA AND SLOVENIA

1.

STRESS that Cohesion Policy is the fundamental
investment policy of the European Union sup-
porting development, growth, creating jobs and
competitiveness in all Member States and their
regions which brings added value for the Europe-
an Union as a whole, and contributes to the bal-
anced functioning of the Single Market; REMIND
that investments in the less developed regions
positively influence also the economies of more
developed regions in direct and indirect ways, in-
cluding through flowback.

2.

UNDERLINE that Cohesion Policy has the unique
potential to address long-term structural chal-
lenges taking into account the specificities and
goals of individual Member States and regions
and the EU priorities as it was also proven during
the economic crisis.

3.
HIGHLIGHT that Cohesion Policy is the main
EU policy that effectively contributes to the im-
plementation of the Europe 2020 strategy also
taking into account the European Semester as
it was widely recognized during the negotiation
processes.

4,

ARE CONVINCED that after the 2014-2020 re-
form Cohesion Policy is one of the most innova-
tive, coherent and best-evaluated EU policies re-
specting the objectives of the performance-based
budgeting approach and that experience there-
with should be reference for other policies in-
cluding those managed at the EU level.

5.
Therefore STRESS that Cohesion Policy must

remain one of the major priorities of the EU
budget also after 2020.

STRONGLY BELIEVE that new challenges in the
EU should not be addressed at the expense of
relevant important policy objectives by re-label-
ling the existing resources, but by introducing
more flexible programming arrangements taking
into account differentiated territorial impacts of
such challenges while maintaining the overall
long-term investment nature of the policy.

7.

EMPHASIZE that centrally managed instruments are
important, however concentrating mainly on them
would leave territorial impacts out of consideration
and could result in isolated or parallel investments
and increase regional disparities leading therefore
to two-speed Europe; also STRESS the need for
achieving maximal synergies and complementarities
between EU policies, directly managed programmes
of the EC and the ESI funds programmes.

8.

UNDERLINE that potential changes and further
improvements to Cohesion Policy should follow
lessons learned and should be evidence-based
and result from 2007-2013.

9.

With regard to the future of Cohesion Policy
EMPHASIZE the need to discuss among others
the shape of the shared management and pro-
portionality principle, further simplification to-
gether with strengthening the certainty for ben-
eficiaries and administrations including sound
interpretation of the specific conditions and
rules, preventive role of audits and implementing
early warning mechanisms.

10.

AGREE on the importance of a joint and open
dialogue among Member States, representatives
of the European Commission, the European Par-
liament, the European Committee of Regions and
other relevant partners from the EU institutions,
as well as EU cities and regions focusing on the
setup of future shape of Cohesion Policy.



Ukoncéovani programu za obdobi 2007-2013

Cilem workshopu bylo predevsim poskytnout
prostor pro diskuzi a vyménu zkusenostf. U¢ast-
nici, mezi nimiZ byli zastupci Narodnfho organu
pro koordinaci, Auditnfho orgdnu a Platebniho
a certifika¢niho organu jednotlivych zemf, tak méli
prileZitost sezndmit se s pfiklady dobré praxe
z ostatnich ¢lenskych statd skupiny V4. Podstat-
nou ¢astf workshopu byla diskuze vénovana moz-
nostem budouci spoluprace mezi zG¢astnénymi
staty, a to s ohledem na zefektivnénf cerpani fi-
nancnich prostredkd z evropskych strukturalnich
a investi¢nich fondd.

Ministerstvo pro mistni rozvoj (Narodni orgén
pro koordinaci) navrhlo mozné zpdsoby budouct
spoluprace mezi staty V4 a poskytlo tcastnikiim
kontaktnf Gdaje pro snazsf komunikaci na pracov-
nf drovni.

kdy / when: 26. 2. 2016
kde / where: Praha / Prague

Closing of 2007—-2013 programmes

The workshop primarily served to provide a fo-
rum for discussions and exchanging experiences.
The participants, among them representatives
of the central coordination authorities, auditing
bodies, and the payment and certification bodies
of the individual countries, thus had the opportu-
nity to share good practice examples from other
V4 member states. A major part of the workshop
was devoted to a discussion about the possibili-
ties of future cooperation between participating
countries, with a view to more efficient access to
financing from European Structural and Invest-
ment Funds.

The Ministry of Regional Development (National
Coordination Authority) proposed some forms
of future cooperation between V4 countries and
provided participants with contact details for
more effective communication at working level.
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Kohezni politika jako nastroj rozvoje

meést (béhem Evropského Habitatu)

Jednou z akci, ktera se uskutecnila v ramci Evrop-
ského Habitatu, byl i seminar (side event) zamé-
reny na kohezni politiku ve vazbé na rozvoj mest.
Clenské staty majf povinnost alokovat nejméné
5 % prostredkd z Evropského fondu regionainiho
rozvoje prévé na tento Ucel. V pripadé Ceské re-
publiky bude tento poZadavek Evropské komise
naplnén prostfednictvim Integrovanych Uzem-
nich investic (ITl).

Seminaf probéhl formou panelové diskuze,
v ramci které se pritomnf odbornici snazili nalézt
odpovedi na otazky, které souvisi zejména se sa-
motnou implementaci integrovanych nastrojd,
tedy, zda-li tento nastroj prispéje ke opravdoveé-
mu integrovanému udrZitelnému rozvoji mest,
jak naplnit partnersky pfistup, ¢i jak zajistit sku-
te€nou integrovanost a synergii jednotlivych inte-
grovanych projekt(.

Zastupci pritomnych instituct vyjadrili svou ocho-
tu sdilet navzajem priklady dobré praxe a prezen-
tovat je pfipadné i na drovni Evropské komise.
Lze totiZ pfedpokladat, Ze EK dliraz na integrova-
né nastroje v pristim programovém obdobi posili.

kdy / when: 16.-18. 3. 2016
kde / where: Praha / Prague

Cohesion policy as an urban-development

instrument (during the European Habitat)

One of the events that took place within the con-
text of the European Habitat was a seminar (side
event) focusing on cohesion policy in connection
with urban development. Member states are
obliged to set aside at least 5% of their European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) budgeting for
this particular purpose. In the case of the Czech
Republic, this requirement of the European Com-
mission is being satisfied through what is known
as Integrated Territorial Investments. (ITl)

The seminar took the form of a panel discussion
during which the participating experts sought
answers to questions related in particular to the
implementation of integrated instruments, i.e,
whether the given instrument really does con-
tribute to sustainable integrated urban develop-
ment, how to fulfil the partnering approach, and
how to ensure true integration and synergy be-
tween the individual integrated projects.

The representatives of the institutions in attend-
ance professed their willingness to share exam-
ples of best practices among each other and to
present them at the level of the European Union.
This is crucial considering the likelihood that
the European Commission will put even greater
stress on integrated instruments in the next pro-
gramming period.




Smart Cities

Konferenci a kulaty stll poradalo Ministerstvo
pro mistnf rozvoj CR (MMR) ve spolupréci s Minis-
terstvem Zivotniho prostrenf (hlavni organizator),
Moravskoslezskym krajem a Statutdrnim més-
tem Ostrava. Cilem akce bylo predstavit pojetf
konceptu Smart Cities v kontextu zemi V4. Mezi
dalsf cile akce patfilo identifikovat prekazky v za-
vadénf Smart Cities, nastinit moznosti posilenfim-
plementace tohoto konceptu v rozvojové praxi,
v&etné moznosti vyuzitl ESI fondl a dal3ich forem
financovant.

Pro MMR je ddlezité, ze doslo k navazani ¢i pro-
hloubeni kontaktd se zemémi V4, které hodl3
vyuZzit k intenzivnéjsi spolupraci a podpore im-
plementace Smart Cities. MMR metodicky vede
Ceskd meésta k uplatnéni konceptu Smart Cities,
implementuje metodiku konceptu a organizuje
pravidelné seminare pro zastupce mést.

V metodické podpore mést bude nadale pokra-
Covat. Také se uvaZzuje o vytvofeni sité spoluprace
mezi zemémi V4 a mésty, ktera by témata Smart
Cities rozvijela i nadale a prinaSela i konkrétni
feSeni v ramci metodické cinnosti, strategického
fizeni ¢i financovani.

kdy / when: 7.-8. 4. 2016
kde / where: Ostrava

Smart Cities

The conference and roundtable talk was hosted
by the Ministry of Regional Development in co-
operation with the Ministry of the Environment
(as the main organizer of the event), the Region
of Moravia-Silesia, and the Statutory City of Os-
trava. The event sought to present the concept of
Smart Cities as it should be understood within the
context of the V4 countries. Other goals were to
identify the obstacles on the road to implement-
ing Smart Cities, to outline the possibilities for
increased implementation of this concept in the
practice of development, and the opportunities
for using ESI funds and other forms of financing.

For the Ministry, the important takeaways from
this event were that new contacts with the V4
countries were initiated and that existing contacts
were intensified. The Ministry intends to exploit
this for an even more intensive collaboration
in, and even greater support for, implementing
Smart Cities. It methodologically guides Czech cit-
ies towards the practical application of the Smart
Cities concept, implements the methodology be-
hind the concept, and organizes regular seminars
for city representatives.

The Ministry will continue to provide methodologi-
cal support to cities. Also on the agenda is the pos-
sibility to create a collaborative network between
the V4 countries and individual cities, within which
the topic of Smart Cities would be further devel-
oped and specific solutions would be identified as
a part of the work method, strategic management,
and/or financing.




Prvni rok implementace

nového obdobi

Program seminafe, jehoZ se zUcastnili zastupci
centrélnich koordina¢nich organd, auditnich or-
ganl a platebnich a certifikacnich orgénl Sloven-
ska, Polska i Madarska, se vénoval hned nékolika
dlleZitym oblastem implementace a zejména se
zameéFoval na sdilenf zkusenosti mezi zUcastné-
nymi zemémi.

Hlavnimi tématy seminare byly audit designace,
publicita, informacni systém, nastaveni imple-
mentacni struktury, aktualnf stav ¢erpanf Evrop-
skych strukturalnich a investi¢nich fond( a redlné
implementace (fungovani platforem, partnersky
pfistup atd.).

Semindl, v némz po Uvodnf prezentaci prikladd
dobré praxe i zpUsobl feSeni nové se objevuji-
cich hlavnich problém( v dané oblasti za Ceskou
republiku i za ostatni zemé vzdy nasledovala Ziva
diskuze nad danou problematikou, byl ocenén

vSemi zUcastnénymi jako velmi pfinosny.

kdy / when: 28.-29. 4. 2016
kde / where: Praha / Prague

The first year of implementation

of the new programming period

The program of a seminar attended by repre-
sentatives of the central coordination authorities,
auditing bodies, and the payment and certifica-
tion bodies of Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary
addressed several important areas of implemen-
tation, with a particular focus on sharing experi-
ences among the participating countries.

The main topics of the seminar included the
designation audit, publicity, the information sys-
tem, setup of the implementation structure, the
current state of utilization of European Structural
and Investment (ESI) funds, and their actual im-
plementation (i.e., the operation of platforms, the
partnering approach, etc.).

This seminar, with its introductory presentation
on behalf of the Czech Republic and the other
countries’ examples of best practices and of ap-
proaches to resolving the main problems which
have recently come to surface in the given area,
were invariably followed by a lively debate of the
issues at hand. This was rated as extremely use-
ful by all the participants.




Uzemni dimenze a integrované

nastroje rozvoje izemi

Uzemnf dimenze je chépana jako moznost kon-
centrovat prostredky z ESI fondl do specifickych
typl Uzemf. To je v pipadé CR zajistovano pro-
stfednictvim zacilenych vyzev a integrovanych na-
strojl - Integrovanymi Gzemnimi investicemi (ITl),
Integrovanymi plény rozvoje Gzemi (IPRU) a Ko-
munitné vedenym mistnim rozvojem (CLLD). Do
budoucna Ize predpokladat, Ze Evropska komise
bude klast ddraz na Gzemni dimenzi a integrované
nastroje jesté vice posili.

Akce byla vénovana zejména soucasnému pro-
gramovému obdobi - pfedstaveni pojeti Uzemni
dimenze a jednotlivych integrovanych nastrojd
v kontextu dané zemé, aktudlnimu stavu realiza-
ce integrovanych nastroj a problémdm, se ktery-
mi se jednotlivé zemé potykaji. Zavérem Ucastnici
diskutovali i vyzvy do budoucna, zejména s ohle-
dem na nadchéazejici programové obdobi EU.

Zastupci pfitomnych zemi V4+ vyjadrili svou ocho-
tu sdilet navzajem priklady dobré praxe a prezen-
tovat je pfipadné i na Urovni Evropské komise.
Ucastnici kulatého stolu budou vyuzivat cennych
kontakt( a informacf ziskanych na této akci.

kdy / when: 16. 6. 2016
kde / where: Praha / Prague
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Territorial dimension and integrated

approaches to local and urban development

The territorial dimension stands for the possibil-
ity to focus ESIF funding on specific types of ter-
ritories. In the Czech Republic, this possibility is
being realized through targeted invitations and
integrated instruments - Integrated Territorial
Investments (ITl), Integrated Territorial Develop-
ment Plans (ITDP), and Community-led Local De-
velopment (CLLD). In the future, we can expect
the European Commission to put even greater
emphasis on the territorial dimension and on the
use of integrated instruments.

The event was primarily devoted to the current
programming period - presenting the concept of
the territorial dimension and the individual inte-
grated instruments within the context of the giv-
en country, the current state of implementation
of these integrated instruments, and the issues
which individual countries face. The event was
rounded off by a discussion among the partic-
ipants about future challenges, with particular
concern regarding the next EU programming
period.

The representatives of the V4+ countries in at-
tendance professed their willingness to share
examples of best practices among each other
and to present them at the level of the European
Union. The roundtable participants will make use
of the valuable contacts and practical information
gained at this event.




TOrganizétoﬁ eského predsednictvi V4 na Ministerstvu pro mistni rozvoj CR pod vedenim ndméstkyné pro fizenf sekce NOK Olgy Letackové

TOrganizers of the Czech presidency headed by the Deputy Minister Olga Letackova (National Coordination Authority Section) at the Ministry of Regional
* Development
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