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Ondrej Slach is an economic geographer who has been working at the University of
Ostrava since 2005. He teaches economic geography, urban geography, and cultural
and creative industries. Since 2023, he has served as Vice-Rector for Strategy and
Development at the University of Ostrava and is currently also the scientific director of
Social Lab, which is managed by the University of Ostrava as part of the REFRESH
project. As a research project leader, he is involved in the STENEO project. He was a
member of the organizing team for Ostrava’s bid for European Capital of Culture 2015
(2010), worked as an external advisor at the Ministry of Regional Development, and
as an evaluator of projects from the Just Transition Operational
Programme/Technology Agency of the Czech Republic/National Recovery Plan,
among others. He led teams that prepared both the update of the Cultural Development
Concept of the Statutory City of Ostrava (2014), the current Cultural Development
Concept of the City of Ostrava 2030 (2021), and other strategic documents. His current
research focuses primarily on the just transition of industrial (shrinking) cities and
regions from a comparative perspective.
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